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Abstract:

The purpose of this study was to explore community perspectives on the most important ways that climate
change is affecting the health of northern peoples. The study was conducted in Iqaluit, Nunavut, using a
participatory action approach and the photovoice research method. Participants identified themes and
patterns in the data and developed a visual model of the relationships between the themes identified. Five
themes emerged from the data: the direct impacts of climate change on the health of individuals and
communities, the transition from past climates to future climates, necessary adaptation to the changing
climate in the North, the call to action (individual, regional, and national), and reflection on the past and
changing knowledge systems. A climate change and health model was developed to illustrate the
relationships between the themes. Participants in this study conceptualized health and climate change
broadly. Participants believed that by engaging in a process of ongoing reflection, and by continually
incorporating new knowledge and experiences into traditional knowledge systems, communities may be
better able to adapt and cope with the challenges to health posed by climate change.
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Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Health Professional, Policymaker, Public, Researcher

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Unspecified Exposure

Geographic Feature:  
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resource focuses on specific type of geography

 Arctic, Rural

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Non-United States

Non-United States: Non-U.S. North America

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Health Outcome Unspecified

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Racial/Ethnic Subgroup

Other Racial/Ethnic Subgroup: Canadian Inuit

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Research Article

Resilience:  

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

 A focus of content

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment:  

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

 A focus of content
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